


The Vendian (Ediacaran) in the geological record

Fifteen years in Western Australia brought me into contact
with Reg Sprigg, the finder in 1947 of the Ediacara “jellyfish”
and Martin Glaessner, who was at first sceptical, but who
later described them brilliantly My interest was aroused in
2001 by seeing spectacular Ediacara fossils at the Natural
History, London, and Western Australian, Museums and I
searched for a “global review” of the occurrences of these
soft-bodied fossils, but could only find brief summaries. So I
decided to research the subject (McCall, 2006), little realising
its immense breadth!

Most antipodeans probably think that it started with Ediacara
in the Flinders Ranges of S. Australia but this is not so. It
emerges that Aspidella (now an Ediacara synonym) was
described by Billings from Newfoundland in 1872. Furthermore
Range and Schneiderhohn collected Rangea and Pteridinium
from Namibia between 1908 and 1914, though they were not
formally named until the 1930s Nevertheless it was Sprigg's
find which set the world of geology alight, closely followed by
that of a school boy, Roger Mason, of frondose.Charnia in the
Charnwood Forest of England.

Eight major provinces are described (McCall, 2006). The
Avalon occurrences in Newfoundland were described first in
1969 and another extensive province in NW Canada embracing
the NW territories, Yukon and British Columbia from 1977
onwards. At the same time extensive developments were
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