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Two new, non-binding international agreements set out improvements for enhancing 

international cooperation and better managing the movement and safety of refugees and 

migrants. Both were adopted by the UN in December 2018, although their impact will 

depend on how governments choose to act on their commitments.   

What are the Global Compacts? 

On 19 September 2016, the UN General Assembly adopted the New York Declaration for 

Refugees and Migrants, a set of commitments designed to enhance the protection of 

refugees and migrants. The Declaration reaffirmed the importance of the international 

protection regime and committed governments to strengthening and enhancing mechanisms 

to protect people on the move. In it, governments committed to work towards the adoption of 

two new agreements: a Global Compact on Refugees and a Global Compact for Safe, 

Orderly and Regular Migration. While neither Compact is legally binding

Compact 

website detail the steps taken in the process. An initial draft of the Compact was released in 

January 2018 and the final draft in July 2018. It was presented to the UN General Assembly 

in 

https://www.pm.gov.au/media/global-compact-migration?symbol=A/RES/71/1
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/global-compact-migration?symbol=A/RES/71/1
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/180713_agreed_outcome_global_compact_for_migration.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/nov/21/australia-refuses-to-sign-un-migration-pact-citing-risks-to-turnbacks-and-detention
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/nov/21/australia-refuses-to-sign-un-migration-pact-citing-risks-to-turnbacks-and-detention
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/jul/25/dutton-says-australia-wont-surrender-our-sovereignty-by-signing-un-migration-deal
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/nov/21/australia-refuses-to-sign-un-migration-pact-citing-risks-to-turnbacks-and-detention
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2018/nov/21/australia-refuses-to-sign-un-migration-pact-citing-risks-to-turnbacks-and-detention
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp
http://refugeesmigrants.un.org/refugees-compact
http://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/publication/policy-brief-6-making-global-compacts-work-what-future-refugees-and-migrants
http://www.kaldorcentre.unsw.edu.au/publication/policy-brief-3-search-commitments-2016-refugee-summits
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/refugees-compact
http://www.unhcr.org/Zero-Draft.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/Zero-Draft.pdf
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What is in the Refugee Compact? 

The Refugee Compact has four objectives, which are to: (i) ease pressures on host 

countries; (ii) enhance refugee self-reliance; (iii) expand access to third country solutions; 

and (iv) support conditions in countries of origin for return in safety and dignity.  

The Compact 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/73/195
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/ODG/GCM/A-71_280-E.pdf
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/180713_agreed_outcome_global_compact_for_migration.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/events/conferences/5b3295167/official-version-final-draft-global-compact-refugees.html
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abstained from the vote. Australia did, however, vote for the adoption of the Refugee 

Compact. 

 

See our Policy Briefs on related topics: T Alexander Aleinikoff and Susan Martin, Making the 

Global Compacts Work: What future for refugees and migrants? (April 2018) and Elizabeth 

Ferris, In Search of Commitments: The 2016 Refugee Summits (November 2016)  

http://www.unhcr.org/en-au/excom/unhcrannual/5ba3a5d44/report-united-nations-high-commissioner-refugees-part-ii-global-compact.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-au/excom/unhcrannual/5ba3a5d44/report-united-nations-high-commissioner-refugees-part-ii-global-compact.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-au/events/conferences/58e625aa7/towards-global-compact-refugees-roadmap.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-au/events/conferences/58e625aa7/towards-global-compact-refugees-roadmap.html
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/180205_gcm_zero_draft_final.pdf
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