
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

1 
 

 

Casenote 

Andrew & Renata Kaldor Centre  
for International Refugee Law 
 
 CHU KHENG LIM AND OTHERS v MINISTER 
FOR IMMIGRATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AND ETHNIC AFFAIRS (1992) 176 CLR 1 

 
 
 

Last updated: August 2018 

This case note provides an overview of the key facts and findings of the High Court of 

Australia in Chu Kheng Lim and Others v Minister for Immigration, Local Government and 

Ethnic Affairs and Another (1992) 176 CLR 1. The case concerned the Commonwealth’s 

ability to detain in custody non-citizens who arrived in Australia by boat without a visa or 
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