


supporters	  by	  concentrating	  them	  and	  hence	  using	  them	  as	  pivotal	  voters	   in	  some	  
districts,	  rather	  than	  being	  spread	  across	  multiple	  districts.	  
	  
The	   “matching	   slices”	   versus	   “pack-‐and-‐crack”	   debate	   has	   important	   implications	  



of	   political	   districts	   as	   an	   indicator	   of	   gerrymandering	   (for	   an	   overview	   and	   an	  
axiomatic	  index	  see	  Fryer	  and	  Holden,	  2011).	  
	  
The	  Court	   recently	   declared	  unconstitutional	   a	   key	   provision	   of	   the	  Voting	  Rights	  
Act:	   that	   requiring	   certain	   states	   with	   a	   history	   of	   racially	   discriminatory	  
gerrymandering	   to	   “pre-‐clear”	   districting	   plans	   with	   the	   Department	   of	   Justice.	   It	  
has	   been	   speculated	   that	   removing	   this	   constraint	   may	   lead	   to	   an	   increase	   in	  
gerrymandering	  (Friedman	  and	  Holden,	  2009;	  Cox	  and	  Holden,	  2011).	  
	  
Socially	  Optimal	  Districting:	  
It	   is	   natural	   to	   ask	   how	   districts	   should	   be	   drawn	   in	   order	   to	   maximize	   social	  
welfare.	  This,	  of	   course,	   requires	   taking	  a	  stance	  on	   the	  social	  welfare	   function,	  as	  
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