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Families at the Centre research project Insights into child care and early education: Elizabeth Grove



What is this about?

This is about families in Elizabeth Grove with young children aged up to 5 years.
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Therefore we did a research project in 6 neighbourhoods around Australia,
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This booklet says what we found out in Elizabeth Grove.

Who did the research?

We are from the Social Policy Research Centre at the University of New South
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Gowrie Queensland, Gowrie New South Wales, Gowrie South Australia,
D]ee]}v peSE o] v E&}SZ ®Z}} }("S>puyE v X dz « }
Australian Research Council paid for the research.

Why was the research done?

Families at the Centre research project Insights into child care and early education: Elizabeth Grove



Where was the research done?
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About Elizabeth Grove

Where it is and how it developed

Elizabeth Grove is a suburb in Adelaide’s north, about 25 kilometres north of
Adelaide’s CBD. The suburb is in the Salisbury Council area.

MAP 1. ELIZABETH GROVE'S LOCATION IN ADELAIDE
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The people of Elizabeth Grove and neighbouring suburbs
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which includes the eight suburbs of Elizabeth Grove, Elizabeth Downs, Elizabeth
South, Elizabeth East, Elizabeth North, Elizabeth West, Elizabeth Park and

Elizabeth Vale.

MAP 3: BOUNDARIES OF ELIZABETH (STATISTICAL
LOCAL AREA) INCLUDING ELIZABETH GROVE

Elizabeth West %m"’ iy
MIERSIIA T NI

o]l 8Z ] % E3 }(8Z 135C }( Wo C(}JE U AZ] Z ES v -
0] UJvou i ep pE « v JA Ee v E }( %o % E}
kilometres. In 2011, over 25,000 people lived in Elizabeth, which was an increase
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Scotland, at 1.5 per cent.
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was paid to a state or territory housing authority.
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of these families, over 50 per cent were sole parent families. This is higher
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with children under 15 years are sole parent families. It is also much higher
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transport, with the large majority of people using a car to get to work. Buses
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per cent of residents in Elizabeth also work in Elizabeth, and another 25 per cent
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per cent of preschool services are government managed, with the remainder
community managed. Among long day care, over half are community managed,
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government managed. Family Day Care used to be fully government managed,
however since 2012 some private schemes have been established.
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territory funded or provided child care (including long day care and family

day care).
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childhood services.
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MAP 4: ELIZABETH GROVE CHILD CARE AND
EARLY EDUCATION SER
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About families with young children
In Elizabeth
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Their gender 11 women, 1 man

Their age oiroow 2 people
TOroiw 2 people
TiriAw 2 people
Toriiw 1 person
21-25: 0 %o }%oo0
Unkown: 1 person

Where they were born Australia: 9 people
Sudan: 1 person
Congo: 1 person
Cambodia: 1 person
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What the families told us
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centre-based care, family day care, in-home child care, occasional care,
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primary caregiver the other days.
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in their area
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Trust was one of the most important features of quality
child care

Almost all families talked about trust being one of the most important factors
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for subsidies

Some people we talked to wanted to look for work or study, however they

] 3Z CA E P «vP ulZ£ Jv(}JEu Y}v }us3 AZ 3 ep ] ]
o]Plo (JE J(8Z C A E A}EI]lVP v «3pu C]JvP v pue]vP

constrained their decisions, and in some cases they used informal care from a

friend instead.
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wellbeing and stability
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people living there did not have family close by. For those who did have family
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Experiences of Centrelink were mixed
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Many families had experienced unstable housing

Families talked about the challenges of housing in the neighbourhood, including
}Ju% o0 (u]o] ¢« Z AJvP 0]J]A Jv S$Z ]E &+ }E }u Z *ud
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wait lists to receive public housing through the Housing Trust. In some cases,

people moved a reasonable distance because they were provided public housing
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rental track record.

“..because | was homeless, | was living in | think | just went
into the youth shelter, like | was living in their youth shelter,
and | reckon they might have referred me”
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