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Service providers need to acknowledge the social, cultural and economic barriers faced by 
victims seeking to leave violent perpetrators and ensure victims are adequately supported and 
resourced to overcome those barriers. 
 
As stated in our response to survey question 1, victims of DV/FV should be supported to be 
protective parents through early intervention programs. The 2008 Special Commission of 
Inquiry into Child Protection Services in NSW (Wood inquiry) found that the key to reducing 
risk of harm to children is “sufficiently resourcing flexible prevention and early intervention 
services as to reduce the numbers of children and young people who require the state to step 
in to keep them safe” (Hon James Wood 2008 at i). Early intervention services should be 
available to parents and children and include social worker/support, housing and legal 
services. Removing children from victims of DV/FV should be avoided as it can further 
traumatise victims and their children. 
 
Victims and their children must be supported through education, emotional and financial 
support to recover from the trauma of experiencing violence. 
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