
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

School of Education 

 

 

 

 

EDST1108 

Indigenous Perspectives in Education 

 

 

Term 2 2022 
 

 

  



EDST1108 Indigenous Perspectives in Education  1  

 

Contents 

 

1. LOCATION ..................................................................................................................................... 2 

2. STAFF CONTACT DETAILS ......................................................................................................... 2 

3. COURSE DETAILS ........................................................................................................................ 2 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES .............................................................................................. 3 

AITSL PROFESSIONAL GRADUATE TEACHING STANDARDS ................................................. 3 

NATIONAL PRIORITY AREA ELABORATIONS ............................................................................ 3 

4. RATIONALE FOR THE INCLUSION OF CONTENT AND TEACHING APPROACH .................. 4 

5. TEACHING STRATEGIES ............................................................................................................. 4 

6. COURSE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE ...................................................................................... 5 

7. RESOURCES ................................................................................................................................. 

https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/course-outlines/


mailto:kevin.lowe@unsw.edu.au
mailto:r.mcmanus@unsw.edu.au
http://classutil.unsw.edu.au/EDST_T2.html


EDST1108 Indigenous Perspectives in Education  3  



https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise


EDST1108 Indigenous Perspectives in Education  5  

6. COURSE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 
 

  

Week Lecture Reading 

O

https://www.teaching.unsw.edu.au/indigenous-terminology
https://www.teaching.unsw.edu.au/indigenous-terminology
https://www.ceosand.catholic.edu.au/catholicidentity/index.php/sustainability/sustainability-and-aboriginal-education/91-nourishing-terrains/file
https://www.ceosand.catholic.edu.au/catholicidentity/index.php/sustainability/sustainability-and-aboriginal-education/91-nourishing-terrains/file
https://www.ceosand.catholic.edu.au/catholicidentity/index.php/sustainability/sustainability-and-aboriginal-education/91-nourishing-terrains/file
https://www.ceosand.catholic.edu.au/catholicidentity/index.php/sustainability/sustainability-and-aboriginal-education/91-nourishing-terrains/file
https://www.ceosand.catholic.edu.au/catholicidentity/index.php/sustainability/sustainability-and-aboriginal-education/91-nourishing-terrains/file
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13384-019-00360-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s13384-019-00360-0
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https://doi.org/10.1080/00220272.2020.1764111
https://doi.org/10.1080/00220272.2020.1764111
https://doi.org/10.1017/jie.2018.10
https://doi.org/10.1017/jie.2018.10
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 Harrison, N. & Greenfield, M. (2011). Relationship to place: Positioning Aboriginal knowledge and 

perspective in classroom pedagogies. Critical Studies in Education, 52

https://research.acer.edu.au/indigenous_education/42/


EDST1108 Indigenous Perspectives in Education  10  

 Moodie, N., J. Maxwell, and S. Rudolph (2019). "The impact of racism on the schooling experiences of 
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possibilities. Deakin, ACT: Australian Curriculum Studies Association. 
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 Shay, M. (2018). The perceptions that shape us’. In T. Ferfolja, C. J. Diaz, & J. Ullman (Eds.), 

Understanding sociological theory for educational practices: Cambridge University Press.Thompson, G. 

(2013). NAPLAN, MySchool and accountability: Teacher perceptions of the effects of testing. The 

International Education Journal, 12(2), 62-84.   

 Vale, C., Atweh, B., Averill, R. & Skourdoumbis, A. (2016). Equity, social justice and ethics in 

mathematics education. In Makar et al (Eds.), Research in mathematics education in Australasia 2012-

2015 (pp. 97-118), Singapore: Springer.   

 Zipin, L., Fataar, A. & Brennan, M. (2015). Can social realism do social justice? Debating the warrants 

for curriculum knowledge selection. Education as change, 19 (2), 9-36.  
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8. ASSESSMENT 
 

Assessment Task Length Weight 

Student 

Learning 

Outcomes 

Assessed 

AITSL 

Standards 

Assessed 

National 

Priority Area 

Elaborations 

Assessed 

Due Dates 

Assessment 1: 

Sociocultural Location 
1000 words 20% 3-4 

1.4.1, 2.4.1, 

7.3.1 

 

A1-12 

B4 

F3, 9, 11 

Friday 17th 

June by 5pm  

 

Assessment 2:  

Responsibility and Policy 
1500 words 30% 2-4 

1.4.1, 2.4.1, 

7.2.1, 7.3.1 

 

A1-12 

B4 

F3, 9, 11 

Friday 15th 

July by 5pm 

 

Assessment 3: 

Case Study Analysis 
2000 words 50% 1-4 

1.2.1, 1.4.1, 

2.4.1, 7.3.1, 

7.4.1 

A1-12 

B4 

D4 

F3, 5, 9, 11 

Friday 12th 

August by 

5pm 

 

 
Submission of assessments 

Students are required to follow their lecturer’s instructions when submitting their work for 
assessment. All assessment will be submitted online via Moodle by 5pm. Students are also required to 
keep all drafts, original data, and other evidence of the authenticity of the work for at least one year 
after examination. If an assessment is mislaid the student is responsible for providing a further copy. 
Please see the Student Policies and Procedures for information regarding submission, extensions, 
special consideration, late penalties, and hurdle requirements etc. 
https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/course-outlines/  
  

https://education.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/course-outlines/
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Assessment Details 
 
Assessment 1: Sociocultural Location 
 
(Standpoint statement) 
  
The purpose of this assessment is to engage with your standpoint and articulate your sociocultural location.  
You will write approximately 1000 words outlining who you are, why you have decided to become a teacher, 
and your understanding of the implications of your sociocultural location as a future teacher, teaching in 
schools located on Aboriginal (or potentially Torres Strait Islander) lands.  
 
Construct your statement using the following structure:  
Part 1: 
Develop a personal statement that articulates your standpoint in relation to your work as a future teacher in 
schools located on Aboriginal (or potentially Torres Strait Islander) lands. To construct your standpoint 
statement, you will need to consider the various personal signifiers that make up your sociocultural location. 
 
Part 2: 
Reflect on which aspects of your sociocultural location you found most difficult to articulate as you created your 
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Assessment 2: Responsibility and Policy 
 
The purpose of this assessment is to further develop your understanding of your standpoint, and how this 
relates to your responsibilities as an agentic teacher. It is vital to be conscious of policy and how it governs your 
everyday actions as a teaching professional.  
 
Being aware of how and why policies are constructed provides teachers with a level of informed agency to 
operate in culturally inclusive and reflexive ways. Knowing past government policies and their impacts on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples helps you identify negative patterns in current policies and 
schooling practices. 
 
For this task you will be asked to respond to a series of questions which will be provided on Moodle early in the 
course. This will give you an opportunity to demonstrate your understanding of the key concepts addressed so 
far.  
 
Academic conventions and references: 
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Assessment 3: Case Study Analysis 
 

The purpose of this assessment is for you to demonstrate your awareness of how schooling, as an ethical, 

cultural, and political practice, can either operate to include, uplift, and connect with or actively exclude, silence, 

and invalidate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, cultures, histories, and knowledges.  

As future teachers and agentic individuals, you will be tasked with the responsibility of teaching the next 

generations about Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander peoples, cultures, knowledges, and histories.  

Consider what you believe to be the most critical issues addressed in the course, and how these will impact 

your pedagogic capacities in becoming an impactful teacher.  

In this task you will select one (1) resource from a selection of pre-provided resources, which will become 

available to you on Moodle during the term. You will then write an academic essay of approximately 2000 

words, consisting of an introduction, body paragraphs, a conclusion, and a reference list.  

Your essay must: 

Respond to the following question:  

What are some of the issues teachers need to critically consider when selecting and implementing teaching 

content that relates to First Nations peoples, cultures, histories, or knowledges for the Australian classroom?  

Things you could critically consider are issues such as: 

 Tokenization; deficit discourse; silencing or omitting of First Nations presence or input; stereotyping; 

ab-stratification or disconnection from school context and the local community; Eurocentrism; 

paternalism; romanticization; ‘Settler colonial moves to innocence’; lack of consideration of First 

Nations students; nature-culture divide; etc. 

Note: there are some crossovers amongst these concepts. 

You are encouraged to:  

 Outline a counter argument that is based on evidence-based practice/s for what you must and can do 

as the classroom teacher to make the chosen resource work appropriately (include your standpoint).  

 Thinking back to your response to Assessment 1 - explain the importance of appropriately and 

sensitively engaging with First Nations students, parents, carers and community representatives as 

part of your professional, political, and personal responsibilities and learning journey as a teacher. 

Academic conventions and references:  

 You must use academic writing in this assessment, including accurate citations, and You are 

encouraged to write your response in the first person. 

 You must cite the ideas you draw upon from other sources accordingly and use APA 7th referencing 

conventions. You must include a reference list and you are expected to include a minimum of six (6) 

academic references. 
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST1108 INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES 

 

Student Name:              Student No.: 

Assessment Task 2: Responsibility and Policy 

 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA (-)                                    (+) 

Understanding of the question or issue and the key concepts 

involved 

 Understanding of policy as a construct and its significance to 

the work of teachers. 

 Understanding of key terms and concepts in relation to meeting 

the professional requirements of AITSL standards 1.4 and 2.4. 

     

Depth of analysis and/or critique in response to the task 

 Analyses policy using analytical tools  

 critically reflects on their roles, responsibilities when working 

with policy 

     

Familiarity with and relevance of professional and/or research 

literature used to support response 

 Understanding of relevant key readings 

     

Structure and organisation of response 

 Appropriateness of overall structure 

 Clarity and coherence of organisation  
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UNSW SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 

FEEDBACK SHEET 

EDST1108 INDIGENOUS PERSPECTIVES 

 

Student Name:              Student No.: 


