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Table 2. Crude rate per 100,000 people of drug-related hospitalisations in 2021-22 and 2020-21, and average percent 

change (APC) for difference between 2021-22 and 2020-21, by selected drugs and age group 

 
Number Crude rate (95% CI) 2021-22 versus 2020-21 

Drug & Age 2021-22 2021-22 2020-21 APC (95% CI) 

All drugs 

10-19 7982 252 (246, 257) 302 (296, 309) -17 (-19, -14) 

20-29 14068 406 (399, 413) 503 (496, 511) -19 (-21, -17) 

30-39 12277 322 (317, 328) 395 (389, 401) -18 (-20, -16) 

40-49 8506 256 (250, 261) 316 (310, 322) -19 (-21, -17) 

50-59 4906 154 (150, 158) 173 (168, 177) -11 (-14, -7) 

60-69 2124 76 (73, 79) 81 (78, 85) -6.4 (-11.9, -0.7) 

70 and over 1920 61 (59, 64) 69 (66, 72) -10 (-16, -5) 

Opioids 

10-19 216 6.8 (5.9, 7.8) 7.3 (6.4, 8.3) -6.9 (-23.1, 12.6) 

20-29 1012 29 (27, 31) 36 (34, 38) -19 (-25, -11) 

30-39 1203 32 (30, 33) 42 (40, 44) -24 (-30, -18) 

40-49 1280 38 (36, 41) 44 (42, 46) -13 (-19, -6) 

50-59 941 30 (28, 31) 31 (29, 33) -5.5 (-13.7, 3.4) 

60-69 474 17 (15, 19) 19 (17, 21) -10 (-21, 2) 

70 and over 493 16 (14, 17) 17 (15, 18) -5.6 (-16.8, 7.1) 

GHB 

10-19 65 2.0 (1.6, 2.6) 4.7 (4.0, 5.6) -57 (-68, -42) 

20-29 444 13 (12, 14) 23 (22, 25) -45 (-51, -38) 

30-39 421 11 (10, 12) 18 (16, 19) -38 (-45, -29) 

40-49 177 5.3 (4.6, 6.2) 
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50-59 678 21 (20, 23) 31 (29, 33) -31 (-38, -24) 

60-69 90 3.2 (2.6, 4.0) 3.0 (2.4, 3.7) 7.8 (-21.0, 47.2) 

70 and over 18 0.58 (0.34, 0.91) 0.56 (0.33, 0.90) 2.6 (-50.1, 111.9) 
Note: 95% confidence intervals for the crude rate and average percent change are shown in brackets. Please refer to our methods document on 

‘Presentation of results’ for interpretation of average percent change. The estimates for the 0-9 years age group are not presented due to sensitivity of 

the data. Please also refer to our methods document on ‘Scope of the data’ and ‘Coding of hospitalisations’ for specifications of data selected and all 

exclusions. 

Table 3. Crude rate per 100,000 people of drug-
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Table 7. Crude rate per 100,000 people of drug-related hospitalisations in 2021-22 and 2020-
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10-19 684 22 (20, 23) 30 (28, 32) -29 (-36, -21) 

20-29 3140 91 (87, 94) 108 (105, 112) -16 (-20, -12) 

30-39 3000 79 (76, 82) 96 (93, 99) -18 (-22, -14) 

40-49 1691 51 (48, 53) 63 (60, 66) -19 (-25, -14) 

50-59 571 18 (16, 19) 21 (20, 23) -16 (-25, -6) 

60-69 131 4.7 (3.9, 5.6) 3.8 (3.1, 4.5) 25 (-4, 63) 

70 and over 42 1.3 (1.0, 1.8) 1.7 (1.3, 2.2) -20 (-48, 22) 
Note: 95% confidence intervals for the crude rate and average percent change are shown in brackets. Please refer to our methods document on 

'Presentation of results' for interpretation of average percent change. The estimates for other mental and behavioural disorder due to substance use 

identified in the principal diagnosis are not presented due to small numbers. The estimates for the 0-9 years age group are not presented due to 

sensitivity of the data. Please also refer to our methods document on 'Scope of the data' and 'Coding of hospitalisations' for specifications of data 

selected and all exclusions. 

Table 8. Age-standardised rate per 100,000 people of drug-related hospitalisations in 2021-22 and 2020-21, and average 

percent change (APC) for difference between 2021-22 and 2020-21, by mental and behavioural disorder due to substance 

use identified in the principal diagnosis, and by remoteness area 

 
Number Age-standardised rate (95% CI) 2021-22 versus 2020-21 

Principal diagnosis & 

Remoteness 

2021-22 2021-22 2020-21 APC (95% CI) 

Any mental and behavioural disorder due to substance use 

Major Cities 20412 110 (108, 111) 136 (135, 138) -20 (-21, -18) 

Inner Regional 3108 81 (78, 84) 98 (95, 101) -1(8)5(1)
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Remote and Very Remote 367 77 (69, 85) 91 (83, 100) -16 (-27, -3) 

Other mental and behavioural disorder due to substance use 

Major Cities 202 1.1 (0.9, 1.3) 1.6 (1.4, 1.8) -30 (-42, -16) 

Inner Regional 41 1.1 (0.8, 1.5) 2.3 (1.8, 2.8) -51 (-66, -28) 

Outer Regional 28 1.6 (1.1, 2.3) 1.3 (0.9, 2.0) 21 (-30, 110) 

Remote and Very Remote 9 -- 3.4 (1.9, 5.5) -- 
Note: 95% confidence intervals for the age-standardised rate and average percent change are shown in brackets. Please refer to our methods document 

on 'Presentation of results' for interpretation of average percent change. The estimates for other mental and behavioural disorder due to substance use 

identified in the principal diagnosis are not presented due to small numbers. Please also refer to our methods document on 'Scope of the data' and 

'Coding of hospitalisations' for specifications of data selected and all exclusions. 

Table 9. Age-standardised rate per 100,000 people of drug-related hospitalisations in 2021-22 and 2020-21, and average 

percent change (APC) for difference between 2021-22 and 2020-21, by external cause of poisoning, and by sex 

 
Number Age-standardised rate (95% CI) 2021-22 versus 2020-21 

External cause & Sex 2021-22 2021-22 2020-21 APC (95% CI) 

Any drug poisoning 

Female 16555 134 (132, 136) 156 (153, 158) -14 (-15, -12) 

Male 8769 69 (68, 71) 84 (83, 86) -18 (-20, -16) 

Total 25400 101 (100, 103) 120 (118, 121) -15 (-17, -14) 

Unintentional 

Female 2419 18 (18, 19) 22 (22, 23) -18 (-22, -13) 

Male 2476 19 (18, 20) 25 (24, 26) -24 (-28, -20) 

Total 4898 19 (18, 19) 24 (23, 24) -21 (-24, -18) 

Intentional 

Female 13226 109 (107, 111) 124 (122, 126) -12 (-14, -10) 

Male 5187 41 (40, 42) 49 (48, 50) 12)  

Female 

 

13226
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Unintentional 

10-19 432 14 (12, 15) 16 (15, 18) -16 (-26, -4) 

20-29 801 
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Remote and Very Remote 373 79 (71, 87) 79 (72, 88) -1.2 (-14.5, 14.1) 

Undetermined 

Major Cities 1223 6.6 (6.2, 7.0) 7.9 (7.5, 8.3) -17 (-23, -10) 

Inner Regional 234 5.5 (4.8, 6.3) 8.8 (7.9, 9.8) -37 (-47, -26) 

Outer Regional 107 5.3 (4.3, 6.4) 7.1 (5.9, 8.5) -26 (-43, -3) 

Remote and Very Remote 35 7.3 (5.1, 10.2) 5.7 (3.8, 8.3) 28 (-23, 112) 
Note: 95% confidence intervals for the age-standardised rate and average percent change are shown in brackets. Please refer to our methods document 

on 'Presentation of results' for interpretation of average percent change. The estimates for other external causes of drug poisoning identified in the 

principal diagnosis are not presented due to small numbers. Please also refer to our methods document on 'Scope of the data' and 'Coding of 

hospitalisations' for specifications of data selected and all exclusions. 

Table 12. Age-standardised rate per 100,000 people of drug-related hospitalisations in 2021-22 and 2020-21, and average 

percent change (APC) for difference between 2021-22 and 2020-21, by drug type identified in the principal diagnosis 

 
Number Age-standardised rate (95% CI) 2021-22 versus 2020-21 

Drug 2021-22 2021-22 2020-21 APC (95% CI) 

Opioids 5680 22 (21, 23) 26 (25, 26) -15 (-18, -12) 

Non-opioid analgesics 7141 29 (29, 30) 34 (33, 35) 

/research/ndarc/resources/trends-drug-related-hospitalisations-australia-2002-2022
/research/ndarc/resources/trends-drug-related-hospitalisations-australia-2002-2022
/research/ndarc/resources/trends-drug-related-hospitalisations-australia-2002-2022
/research/ndarc/resources/trends-drug-related-hospitalisations-australia-2002-2022


Drug-Related Hospitalisations in Australia, 2002-2022 - Appendix 

 

 

11 

Outer Regional 383 18 (16, 20) 18 (16, 20) 1.1 (-12.8, 17.2) 

Remote and Very Remote 74 15 (12, 19) 17 (13, 21) -11 (-35, 22) 

Non-opioid analgesics 

Major Cities 4757 27 (26, 28) 30 (30, 31) -12 (-15, -8) 

Inner Regional 1366 33 (31, 35) 41 (39, 43) -20 (-25, -14) 

Outer Regional 777 
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Dependence 799 3.3 (3.0, 3.5) 4.7 (4.4, 4.9) -30 (-36, -24) 

Withdrawal 13 0.05 (0.03, 0.09) 0.08 (0.04, 0.12) -33 (-67, 38) 

Psychotic disorder 110 0.45 (0.37, 0.54) 0.42 (0.35, 0.51) 6.4 (-18.7, 39.4) 

Amphetamine-type stimulants 

Any mental and behavioural 

disorder due to substance use 

10699 44 (43, 44) 55 (54, 56) -20 (-22, -18) 

Acute intoxication 1464 6.0 (5.7, 6.3) 8.1 (7.7, 8.4) -26 (-31, -21) 

Harmful use 995 4.1 (3.8, 4.3) 4.9 (4.6, 5.2) -17 (-24, -10) 

Dependence 2444 9.9 (9.5, 10.3) 12 (12, 13) -19 (-23, -14) 

Withdrawal 446 1.8 (1.7, 2.0) 2.1 (1.9, 2.3) -13 (-23, -1) 

Psychotic disorder 5237 
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Multiple drug use 24 (23, 25) 33 (32, 35) -28 (-32, -23) 

Opioids 23 (22, 24) 28 (27, 29) -20 (-24, -14) 

Non-opioid analgesics 19 (18, 20) 22 (21, 23) -14 (-20, -7) 

Antipsychotics and neuroleptics 11 (10, 11) 13 (12, 14) -17 (-25, -9) 

Antidepressants 
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Antidepressants 25 (23, 26) 27 (26, 29) -10.0 (-16.6, -2.7) 

Opioids 24 (23, 25) 28 (27, 30) -15 (-21, -8) 

Antipsychotics and neuroleptics 20 (18, 21) 24 (23, 25) -18 (-24, -10) 

Multiple drug use 10 (10, 11) 13 (12, 14) -20 (-28, -10) 

Volatile solvents 3.9 (3.4, 4.5) 5.0 (4.4, 5.7) -22 (-35, -6) 

GHB 2.8 (2.3, 3.3) 4.3 (3.7, 4.9) -35 (-48, -20) 

Hallucinogens 1.6 (1.3, 2.0) 2.5 (2.1, 3.0) -34 (-51, -13) 
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Cannabinoids 18 (15, 23) 32 (27, 37) -42 (-55, -26) 

Antidepressants 18 (15, 23) 26 (22, 31) -30 (-46, -8) 

Methamphetamine 18 (14, 22) 21 (17, 25) -13 (-35, 15) 
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Non-opioid analgesics 27 (25, 29) 32 (30, 34) -15 (-23, -6) 

Methamphetamine 26 (24, 28) 41 (39, 44) -38 (-44, -32) 

Cannabinoids 20 (18, 21) 25 (23, 27) -21 (-29, -11) 

Opioids 17 (16, 19) 18 (17, 20) -5.9 (-17.1, 6.8) 

Antipsychotics and neuroleptics 16 (14, 17) 15 (13, 16) 5.9 (-7.8, 21.7) 

Antidepressants 14 (13, 16) 17 (15, 19) -15 (-26, -2) 

Multiple drug use 14 (12, 15) 15 (13, 16) -7.2 (-19.7, 7.1) 

Volatile solvents 2.1 (1.6, 2.8) 2.7 (2.1, 3.4) -21 (-44, 12) 

GHB 1.7 (1.3, 2.3) 1.6 (1.2, 2.2) 5.1 (-30.7, 59.4) 
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